
  

Skin surface intact 
 

  

 

 
 

Full thickness of skin 

and/or underlying tissue 

 

  

 

 
 

 
Evaluating injuries 

 

 Record injury features: 

  Site 

  Size 

  Shape 

Then look at skin surface 

 

  

  

 

Skin surface disrupted 
 

 

 

Bruise 

Suggested ACC read code: 

Contusion: SE ... 

Non-specific findings: 

    Redness 

    Tenderness 

    Swelling 

 

Depth of skin 

disruption?

 

 

 

Superficial layers of 

skin disrupted 
 

 

Abrasions 

    Fine linear abrasion 

(a.k.a. scratch) 

    Broad abrasion 

(a.k.a. graze) 

Suggested ACC read code: 

Abrasion: SD... 

Lacerations 

 Edges: inverted, ragged, 

irregular 

 Margins: Often bruised 

and inverted 

 Base: tissue bridges 

across injury 

Suggested ACC read code: 

Open wound: S ... 

 

Incisions 

    Edges: Smooth, regular 

 Margins: unbruised, 

straight 

 Base: clean cut, no 

tissue bridges 

Suggested ACC read code: 

Open wound: S .... 


